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Original publisher: Carlisle, Pa. : Strategic Studies Institute, U. S. Army War College, 2009 OCLC Number:
(0OCoL()320550226 Subject: Drug traffic -- Mexico -- Prevention. Excerpt: . . . individuals as diverse as electronic
surveillance 19 experts and information-gathering prostitutes. The Congressional Research Service reports that
the Zetas are now an increasingly sophisticated, three-tiered organization, with leaders and middlemen who
coordinate contracts with petty criminals to carry out 20 street work. Zeta attacks are often marked by their
complex, elaborate plans and execution. The Zetas have used the cell-phone signatures of their opponents to
coordinate assassinations and kidnappings, and there are reports that they have penetrated the radio
frequencies used 21 by Mexican law enforcement. The group has been known to use the sort of swarming
tactics favored by the powerful gangs that control the Brazilian favelas, and in other cases has put its military
experience to 22 use in more subtle ways. In 2007, Zetas disguised as soldiers infiltrated two police stations
under the guise of a routine weapons inspection and murdered seven 23 government officials. In carrying out
these attacks, the Zetas and their competitors employ an astounding amount of firepower. The AK-47, long the
stock tool of the Mexican drug trade, is now accompanied by an array of heavy weapons, including MP-5s, AR-
15s, P90 submachine guns, grenade launchers, helicopters, improvised explosive devices, and 50-caliber
machine 24 guns. Youre looking at the same firepower here on the border that our soldiers are facing in Iraq
and Afghanistan, says Thomas Mangan of the U. S. Bureau 25 of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (
ATF ). ltis incredible, facing these weapons, agrees Genaro Garcia Luna, Mexicos Secretary of Public Security. It
is truly astonishing, in...
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