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smite the ungodly with confusion, muttered John Brydoneto himself, as he went into the fields in the September
of 1645, and beheld that the greater part of a crop of oats, which had been cut down a few days before, was
carried off. John was the proprietor of about sixty acres on the south bank of the Ettrick, a little above its
junction with the Tweed. At the period we speak of, the talented and ambitious Marquis of Montrose, who had
long been an appostate to the cause of the Covenant, and not only an apostate, but its most powerful enemy,
having, as he thought, somewhat crushed its adherents in Scotland, in the pride of his heart led his followers
towards England, to support the tottering cause of Charles in the south, and was now with his cavalry
quartered at Selkirk, while his infantry were encamped at Philiphaugh, on the opposite side of the river. Every
reader had heard of Melrose Abbey - which is still venerated in its decay, majestic in its ruins - and they have
read, too, of the abode of the northern wizard, who shed the halo of his genius over the surrounding scenery.
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