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consequence was a revolution. The thirteen American colonies, which formed the western section of the
imperial mass, split from the core and driEed into chaos, beyond the constraint of existing law. Washington
was, in his way, a large capitalist, but he was much more. He was not only a wealthy planter, but he was an
engineer, a traveller, to an extent a manufacturer, a politician, and a soldier, and he saw that, as a
conservative, he must be Progressive and raise the law to a power high enough to constrain all these thirteen
refractory units. For Washington understood that peace does not consist in talking platitudes at conferences,
but in organizing a sovereignty strong enough to coerce its subjects.
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