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illustrated. 1888 edition. Excerpt: . . . this Italian journey. Although he may have first heard the story from the
lips of Petrarch, it is certain that he had the Latin version of the latter before him when he wrote. This is shown
as well by the closeness of Chaucers version as by the fact that, in the margins of the Ellesmere and Hengwrt
MSS. , numerous quotations from that version are actually written on the margins, each in its proper place. The
test of metre, as Mr Skeat points out, gives the same result, as it shows that it was one of his early works. It is
most probable that the main part of the poem was written soon after 1373, and that it was afterwards fitted,
with some changes and additions, into the series of the Canterbury Tales. The Prologue must, of course, have
been written subsequently to Petrarchs death in 1374, and the mention of the wife of Bath in line 1170 shows
that the conclusion also was a late addition. But though E our poem is distinctly founded, as we have seen, on
Petrarchs moralised version, the poetical treatment of the story is so individual, that it all comes afresh from
the mind of Chaucer. Its pathos is heightened by the humanising touch with which the English poet reconciles
the most matter-of-fact reader to its questionable aspects. He feels that the incidents of the myth are against
nature, and at every difficult turn of the story, he...
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