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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 254 x 178 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.As the US Army shifts from being a forward-deployed force to a
continental United States (CONUS)-based force, it must concurrently develop new plans and methods for
rapidly deploying large numbers of units to contingency areas outside CONUS. Historically, the US Army has
often been challenged in trying to rapidly deploy large forces from CONUS to the theater of operations. One
need only review the Army s deployments to Cuba in 1898, to France in 1917, to Saudi Arabia in 1990, or most
recently to Afghanistan and Iraq since 11 September 2001 and the enormous complexities associated with such
operations to see that the Army has not always met its, and the nation s, expectations. Dr. Stephen D. Coats s
study of the Army s efforts to assemble a contingency force at San Francisco for deployment to the Philippines
in 1898 is an example of how the Army got it mostly right. One could argue that 1898 was a much simpler time
and that the complexity associated with deploying ground forces has grown dramatically since then, and that
would be correct. However, the Army of 1898 was not professionally trained to deploy and fight wars overseas.
Additionally, the force that assembled at San Francisco was not a professional army. It was largely a volunteer
force led by a few Regular Army generals and managed by a handful of Regular Army staff officers, none of
whom had any appreciable experience in deployment operations. Yet they succeeded. As in all facets of military
art, there are timeless principles that, if applied correctly, will go a long way toward helping planners achieve
success. A careful reading of Dr. Coats s work will...
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