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indexed. Not illustrated. 1896 Excerpt: .have had these great stores prepared for us in the times of old, and that
we have hearts and minds fitted to enter somewhat into that great plan which stored them up, and for the
eujoyment in a measure, even of the beauty of the plants that lived so long ago.--Reported for the Scientific
American. The First Spring Flower. Different writers have named different wild flowers as first to appear in the
Northern states. John Burroughs says that the hepatica is the earliest, and Bryant, in one of his poems has
immortalized the yellow violet, Viota rotundifotia, as first, while other writers have given the honor to the
beautiful little trailing arbutus--New England s own Mayflower. All of course exclude the skunk-cabbage, and
such blossoms as the pussy-willows and the hazel and silver-maple blooms, which are not in the general
acceptance of the term, true wild flowers. In the latitude of southern New Hampshire, where all my botanizing
has been done, the Mayflower is certainly the earliest beginning to show its blooms the first of April (I have
gathered flowers the 9th of the month) and lasting until the middle of May, and some seasons | have found
flowers in cool, shady woods as late as June. Farther south it appears earlier, and Bryant in writing of southern
New England in his poem The Twenty-seventh of March speaks of tufts of ground laurel which is another very
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